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erable interests and at the same time bought land on which he is now living
in Norman county. For several years after coming here he made his home
in Moorhead, but shortly after his marriage, in 1885, established his home
on his farm in Norman county and has since continued to reside there, hav-
ing developed one of the finest bits of farming property in this section
of the state. Mr. Meldrum is the owner of thirteen hundred and eighty-
four acres of excellent land in sections 36 and 30, 31 and 32, in Lee town-
ship, and has an admirable farm plant. In addition to his general farming
he has for years given close attention to the raising of pure-bred live stock
and his operations have becn quite successful. In addition to his interests
here, Mr. Meldrum owns a handsome bit of residence property in Buffalo
and he and his wife spend their winters in that city.

It was on March 27, 1885, at Buffalo, that Elhert D. Meldrum was
united in marriage to Grace Darrow, who was born in that city in 1860.
and to this union one child has been born, a daughter, Mrs. Clarabelle
Metzger, who lives in Buffalo and has one child, a daughter, Grace E.
Mr. and Mrs. Meldrum have a delightful home in Lee township and have
ever taken an interested part in the general social activities of the community
of which they have been members since pioncer davs. Mr. Meldrum is a
life member of the Masonic order and takes a warm interest in the affairs
of that fraternal organization.

JUSTUS C. BERGH. -

Justus C. Bergh, one of Norman county’s best-known and most sub-
stantial farmers, the proprietor of a fine farm in the vicinity of Hendrum,
former justice of the peace in and for Hendrum township, president of
the village school board, a director of the State Dank at that place, a
director of the Equity Co-operative Grain Exchange of St. Paul, of the
Farmers Elevator Company at Hendrum, of the Hendrum Creamery Coni-
pany, a membher of the village park board and in other ways interested in
and identified with the progress of that village and vicinity, was hornt on a
farm in Vernon county, Wisconsin, November 1, 1860, a son of John J.
and Karia J. (Rergh) Bergh, natives of the kingdom of Norway, who
later became residents of Norman county, where the former spent his last
days and where the latter is still living.
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John J. Bergh was about ten years of age when his parents came
to this country from Norway, settling in Vernon county, Wisconsin, where
he grew to manhood and began farming on his own account, being thus
engaged at the time of the outbreak of the Civil War, In August, 1862,
he cnlisted for service in Dehalf of the Union, a member of Company
K, Twenty-fifth Regiment, Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, Fuller’s Division,
and with that command served until the close of the war, being mustered
out in June, 1865. With the exception of six weeks, during which time he
was laid up in the hospital, Mr. Bergh was in active service, participated
in all the engagements in which his regiment took part, including some
of the most important actions of the war, and was with Sherman on the
march to the sea after the close of the Atlanta campaign. Upon the com-
pletion of his military service Mr. Bergh returned to his home county in
Wisconsin, was married in that county and there continued to make his
home until 1880, when he came over into the Red river valley and entered
a homestead farm in Trail county, North Dakota. He scttled there with
his family in 1881 and lived there until 1893, when he moved over into
Minnesota and located on a farm in Hendrum townsllip, Norman county,
one and one-half miles east of the village of Hendrum, where he spent the
rest of his life, his death occurring in 1904, and where his widow is still
living. To John J. Bergh and wife fourteen children were born, of whom
the subject of this sketch was the third in order of birth, the others being
Emeline (deceased), Clara, Tinan (deceased), Ella (deceased), Hannah,
Manda, Otto, Casper (deceased), Karina (deceased), Fdmond, Stephen,
Herman and Palmer.

Justus C. Bergh was about eleven years of age when his parents
moved from Wisconsin to North Dakota and he completed his elementary
schooling in the district schools of Fraill county, that state, supplementing
the same hy a course of two years of study in Willmar Institute at Willmar,
this state. His father had a tract of timber land in northern Minncsota
and after he left school he was for two yedrs engaged in getting out the
timber there and then, in 18gz, settled in TTendrum township, Norman
county, where he has lived ever since, quite successfully engaged in farming.
In 19713 he bought the home farm of two hundred and ninety acres in
Hendrum township and is now very well situated there, having one of the
best-improved and most profitably operated farms in that part of the state.
In addition to his farming interests, Mr. Bergh is interested in various
concerns of a local character and has done much to help develop the re-
sources of the community in which he lives. He was one of the incorpora-
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tors of the Equity Co-operative Grain Exchange of St. Paul and has
been a member of the board of directors of the same since its organization.
He also is a member of the board of directors of the Equity packing plant
at IFargo; is a director of the State Bank of Hendrum, a director of the
Farmers Tilevator Company there and a member of the board of directors
of the Hendrum Creamery Company, in the affairs of all of which concerns
he takes an active interest. Mr. Bergh also is closely attentive to local
civic affairs and is a member of the village park hoard. Somc years ago
he served for some time as justice of the peace in and for his home town-
ship and is now serving as president of the local board of education, giving
his most intelligent attention to the interest of the schools,

On Feburary 19, 1913, Justus C. Bergh was united in marriage to
Clara Aahye, of Perley, a daughter of Andrew Aabye, and to this union
one child has been horn, a son, john Vincent. Mr. and Mrs. Bergh are
members of the Lutheran church and take a proper part in church work,
as well as in other neighborhood good works, ever helpful in advancing
the cause of the common welfare in the community in which they live.

JOHN P. GROTHI,

Oue of the earliest settlers in Shelly and Halstad townships, Norman
county, where he accumulated one thousand acres of good land, was John
P Grothe, who aiter many years of valuable service in wresting this wild
land from its primeval state and in developing this couniry to the point
where future generations can live without enduring the hardships and priva-
tions of pioneer life, has passed on to his reward. Tle was a native of
Norway, born on October 4, 1847, a son of John and Karen Grothe, also
natives of Norway, who came to Minnesota in 1867 and settled on rented
land in Fillmore county, the subject of this memorial sketch then having
heen twenty years of age. Seeing that they had the opportunity to become
landowners in this country, the family joined a party with nine covered
wagons drawn Dby oxen, which had for its destination Norman county.
They all drove through together, the journcy requiring five or six weeks,
as they were looking over the land en route, since they considered it a
possibility that they could find a place to establish their home without hav-
ing to go so far into the wilderness. At first the elder Grothe took a
“squatter’s” claim in Halstad township, which was at that time unsurveved



